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Island Savings Community Endowment 
 

Organization Name Project Name Community 

Grant 

Amount 

The Men’s Centre Boots to Suits Nanaimo $6,000 

The program brings underemployed, unemployed and street involved individuals face to face with a 

counsellor on a weekly basis in a familiar one-on-one setting. It provides a safe place for participants to 

discuss, and get assistance with any number of health issues they may be struggling with all in the safety 

of a familiar place, and if further allows the counsellor to set up more intensive one-on-one sessions 

during the week with clients of the clothing program. 

Nanaimo Community Gardens Society Beban Learning Gardens Nanaimo $5,000 

Funding to build the second phase of our Greenhouse Project which will enhance the publicly accessed 

site and make it more suitable for educational activities for youth and other members of the public. This 

garden will be built at Beban Park in the city of Nanaimo and construction should begin in the spring of 

2017 and last for one year. This project is needed to provide an adequate outdoor space for our 

educational activities. 

Ladysmith Family and Friends Society Morning’s with LaFF Ladysmith $6,000 

Funding to help deliver an early intervention and prevention programming for children 0-6 and their 

families. Designed to reduce isolation, strengthen parenting, promote healthy child development, 

provide access to public health within the community, and build capacity and education around food 

security that will improve the health and well-being of children and families.   Vulnerable families will 

build their parenting skills, gain education around healthy lifestyles, learn resiliency, and prepare children 

to be school ready through skill building, support and positive role modeling. 

Pender Island Recreation and Agricultural 

Hall Association in partnership with Moving 

Around Pender (MAP) 

Pender Community Bus Pender Island $5,368 

Funding an alternative transportation option for the Island.  An affordable, convenient and 

environmentally friendly means of attending the social and recreational activities available at the Pender 

Community Hall and keeping community engagement key.  We are requesting funds to operate the 

Community Bus for one day/week to get people to and from the North Pender Island Community Center 

and around the Island.  This is a pilot project which will be used to pitch the need to BC Transit.   

Cowichan Community Land Trust Society 

(Cowichan Estuary) 

Experience the Estuary: 

School Programs for Youth 

Ladysmith, Chemainus, 

Mill Bay, Duncan, Lake 

Cowichan 

$5,000 

Funding to run nature based school programs for children preschool through to grade 12 in Cowichan Bay from 

March to June, and September to November.  Focused on giving kids a hands-on experience in the ecosystems 

they are learning about; forming personal connections to the subjects and learning ways that individuals, families, 

and communities can make a difference in their local environment.  

Ita Wegman Association of BC for Curative 

Education & Social Therapy (Glenora Farms) 

 Processing & Storage 

Facility  
Duncan $5,000 
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Funding to contribute to the next phase of the vegetable processing and storage facility and install two 

coolers.  With an adequate facility to store and distribute produce, they will be positioned to launch a 

Community Supported Agriculture program and increase the availability of biodynamic produce in the 

Cowichan Valley. When the facility is completed, they will produce value-added products, ex. jams and 

pickles. Also this will enable them to expand their Day program to accommodate more adults with 

developmental disabilities from the wider community and provide meaningful activities in their lives. 

Cowichan Lake Salmonid Enhancement 

Society 
Trails to Salmon Tales Lake Cowichan $2,500 

Funding for continued programming which will include the repairs and expansion of well used trail 

systems.  Working with local schools and wood working classes to repair bridges and steps, remove 

invasive species and restore the trails.  There is always a focus on education and awareness with youth 

on the ecosystem, safe streams, drying pools and experiential tours and hikes.   

Victoria Compost and Conservation 

Education Society 
Sustainability Superstars 

Duncan, Chemainus, 

Pender Island 
$4,354 

This funding is for environmental education programs, especially in the rural underserviced regions, and expand 

our reach into the Cowichan Valley. These programs engage children aged 3 – 15, and teach youth in daycares, 

preschools, and schools about soil stewardship and environmental sustainability. The workshops give students the 

information, and skills they need to unearth the ways that soil is part of the food we eat, the air we breathe, the 

water we drink, and the houses we live in.   

Nanaimo Region John Howard Society 
Expanding the Reach 

Through Mentoring 
Nanaimo $6,000 

Funding to run the Restorative Justice Youth Mentoring Program for up to 50 youth aged 12-19 who have 

committed a crime and have been referred to our Restorative Justice Program. The program will match 

participants with mentors who will increase meaningful volunteerism, enhance employment 

opportunities, and help youth realize educational goals. Mentors will be trained in mental health, suicide 

prevention, addiction, and risk factors associated with criminality in order to ethically and appropriately 

support participants. 

SWOVA Community Development & 

Research Society 
Respectful Relationships Salt Spring Island $1,500 

Program is focused on violence prevention through youth education.  Using trained adult and youth 

facilitators and interactive teaching and learning techniques, curriculum is delivered to students through a series of 

up to 12 workshops for each year, in grades 7, 8, 9 and 10.  The workshops address bullying, sexism, racism, 

homophobia, emphasizing development of healthy, non-violent relationships among adolescent boys and girls 

while living in a geographically isolated region. 

Stigma-Free Society 
Stigma-Free Zone 

Superheroes Program 

Nanaimo, Salt Spring 

Island 
$6,000 

Funding for an educational initiative delivered via classroom and community presentations for Grades 7-12.  The 

presentations create AWARENESS of the stigmas that exist in society, help youth develop an UNDERSTANDING of 

the challenges that numerous people face and encourage youth to foster ACCEPTANCE of themselves and others. 

They help individuals to manage their personal mental health by connecting them to effective community 

resources 
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Downtown Blanshard Advisory Committee 
Social Connections for 

Girls and Boys 
Greater Victoria $6,000 

Designed to serve 24-36 Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth between the ages of 9-19 of the Hillside-Quadra 

community who are at risk, living in poverty, have multiple barriers and need extra support on a weekly basis for 

40 weeks.  Focusing on personal wellness and recreational-based activities and non-violent education & safety 

while providing a safe environment to ensure the youth are building self-worth, self-identity, connecting to the 

community and building relationships with each other while learning about healthy living.   

1000x5 Children’s Book Recycling Project 

Society 
Book Recycling Project Victoria $4,000 

Funds will be used to purchase books and supplies to clean and package books.  1000X5 receives thousands of 

donated books per year from families at local elementary schools but there is a gap in baby books. Reading to 

babies begins a process that transforms what future school and employment can be. Packaged books are then 

distributed to service centres for distributions to those in need. 

Community Living Victoria/VOCYL – Victoria 

Opportunities for Community Youth 

Leadership 

Middle School Expansion 

Year 2   
Victoria, West Shore $6,000 

FSS is an innovative and comprehensive three-year asset building and financial literacy program for up to 75 low income 

families receiving housing subsidy within the Capital Region. With coaching and support, participants develop financial literacy 

skills, set financial and personal goals and create action plans to meet those goals. Participants are able to track their progress 

and adjust their plans as needed. Families strengthen their capacity to provide a more stable and healthy lifestyle for their 

children. The program can be transformative for participants, impacting future generations and potentially changing the 

pattern and cycle of poverty. 

LifeCycles Project Society 
Cultivating Community 

Connections 
Victoria, Oak Bay $5,000 

Program will connect hundreds of vulnerable families and individuals with opportunities to: harvest, prepare and 

share local produce. Working with social service and emergency food providers, they will increase food related 

volunteer opportunities, workshops and mentorship opportunities for people living in food insecurity, through 

their long running Fruit Tree Project. The goal is to engage vulnerable community members in their Fruit Tree 

Project to: build relationships and trust, decrease isolation, and develop capacity for healthy eating. Program 

participants will be supported in harvesting, preserving and cooking food in community. 

 
 
 


